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Dark Statistics on Female Genital Mutilation in Germany 

Nationality 

FGM 
Prevalence 
in Country 

Presumably At-
Risk / Girls aged 

under 18 

Presumably 
Affected / Women 
aged 18 and older 

At-Risk 
Females in 
Germany 
(100% 1. 

Generation, 
50% 2. 

Generation) 

Affected 
Females in 
Germany 
(100% 1. 

Generation, 
50% 2. 

Generation) 

    1. Gen. 2. Gen. 1. Gen. 2. Gen.     
                
Benin 13 48 92 429 6 12 56 
Burkina Faso 76 25 44 297 4 36 227 
Cameroon 1 691 349 6549 15 9 66 
CAR 24 5 0 19 0 1 5 
Chad 44 19 10 70 2 11 31 
Cote d'Ivoire 38 101 152 948 15 67 363 
Djibouti 93 1 2 33 0 2 31 
Egypt 91 868 446 4293 51 993 3930 
Eritrea 89 539 406 4239 19 660 3781 
Ethiopia 74 456 476 4792 45 514 3563 
Gambia 76 127 93 858 6 132 654 
Ghana 4 614 1663 10045 193 58 406 
Guinea 96 174 234 1040 2 279 999 
Guinea-Bissau 50 20 12 104 47 13 64 
India** unknown 2259 1138 20510 139     
Indonesia* 89 281 199 7935 79 339 7097 
Iraq 8 6243 5899 23742 47 735 1901 
Iran* 4 1053 1877 23430 317 80 944 
Kenya 27 398 232 6726 6 139 1817 
Liberia 66 6 27 182 7 13 122 
Malaysia* 60 78 40 2178 45 59 1320 
Mali 89 42 31 213 1 51 190 
Mauritania 69 13 6 94 0 11 65 
Niger 2 12 47 131 0 1 3 
Nigeria 27 896 1379 7193 34 428 1947 
Oman* 60 11 1 171 0 7 103 
Saudi Arabia** unknown 359 73 321 4     
Senegal 26 84 46 797 2 28 207 
Sierra Leone 88 51 141 593 5 107 524 
Singapore** unknown 56 12 1113 1     
Somalia 98 725 455 2618 31 933 2581 
Sudan 88 32 88 443 5 67 392 
Tanzania 15 30 19 533 5 6 80 
Thailand* 4 2124 292 48445 65 91 1939 
Togo 4 206 1017 3376 64 29 136 
UAE** unknown 171 7 892 1     
Uganda 1 60 51 777 8 1 8 
Yemen 23 117 167 708 4 46 163 

                
Total           5956 35715 
*The prevalence rates of these countries are based on small, non-representative studies, that were conservatively 
generalised to represent the overall population  
** There are no studies regarding FGM for these countries, however there are concurring reports from doctors, 
affected women, and/or activists.  



 
Elaboration of the Table and for the Protection of Females at-risk: 
 
In order to calculate the dark statistics of affected females and those at risk in 
germany, the UNICEF prevalence-rates of those affected in countries of origin (see 
column 2) is applied to the number of females living in Germany.  
Two differentiations are made, 
 I)  Legal age of consent for both girls and women 
 II)  Between those born in Germany and those who spent part of their lives 
  in FGM affected/prevalent countries 
We take into consideration factors of dependency on the family and the presumable 
cultural value-systems.  
 
„Presumably At-Risk“ are all female minors (below 18 years) of respective nationality, 
who, according to the Federal Statistical Office, currently live in Germany. 
„Presumably Affected“ are the corresponding adult women (of legal age). While the 
age (infants, toddlers, pre-pubescent, post-pubescent teenagers, brides are mostly 
affected groups) and purpose of undergoing FGM in the above mentioned countries 
may vary given ethnicity or geographical location (except when living abroad in non-
prevalent countries). We assume that in the Diaspora, opportunity is the time 
certainty, given the fact that they are in safer countries. 
 
It is likely that most families in the Diaspora identify themselves with the cultures 
and values of their current countries of residence (receiving countries) and this 
highly protects girls (children) born in the Diaspora. Taking this into account, in the 
absence of reliable statistical data and substantial estimates, in our calculations, we 
assume that the number of girls-at risk and affected females is halved/reduces pro 
generation (particularly within Diaspora communities). 
 
Example: In country ‘A’, there is a quote of 50% of FGM prevalence. If for instance 
1,000 women and girls from country ‘A’ live in Germany: of which, 
 a)  200 minors/children were born in country ‘A’ 
 b)  Another 100 were born in Germany 
 c)  A further 600 women are immigrants 
 d)  Additional 100 have families who lived in Germany before their birth 
 
Given our dark statistics estimates and taking the above example into consideration, 
the number of girls at risk (out of the 1,000 women and girls from country ‘A’) who 
live in Germany is thus 125 (50 percent of 200 + 50 percent of half of the 100). 
 
   Statistically, (a=1/2*200+ b=1/4*100) = 125 
   Where a + b = number of girls at risk. 
   In other words, children born in country A, but living in Germany face 
  half the risk to undertake FGM (likely reason – strong identification with 
  cultural backgrounds of country of origin), whereas those born in  
  Germany face quarter of the risk (as a result of identifying with country 
  of birth’s cultures and values) 
 
Meanwhile, to get the estimates of those affected by FGM “325 (300 + 25)”, the 
same methods above are applied. 
   Statistically, (c=1/2*600 (300) + d=1/4*100 (25)) = 325 
 



Because the Federal Statistical Office, like UNICEF, conducts its investigations using 
categorisation by nationality, the estimations of prevalence rates, particularly in 
countries with low FGM prevalence may be far from the reality on ground, due to the 
fact that FGM may be determined by ethnicity and not a nation-wide problem. In our 
statistical estimates, data is generalised and excludes root causes of migration and 
corresponding ethnicities of women and girls, both affected and those at risk. 
 
In most countries given in the table above, regional studies were used and applied to 
the country’s total population as realistically and conservatively as possibly needed. 
However, in some countries (like Iran), there are so far no national studies or 
scientific reports about FGM. However, statistics have been included in our table, 
though they do not significantly influence the general outcomes. 
 
Example: Studies in Iran have until now only focused on the Sunni-majority areas 
where up to 83 percent of the women and girls have been documented (to have 
been cut). However, given the Iranian population, only 9 percent are Sunnis. 
Therefore the mean average of the study (56 percent) was applied to the ‘at-risk’ 
proportion of the population (9 percent), and then rounded off by an additional 1 
percent just to be sure. Thus, the official estimated number of affected females in 
Iran is listed as 4 percent (in the table). 
 
In our table of estimates; undocumented women and girls, those women who have 
already become German citizens and at-risk - German girls, could not be accounted 
for. Nonetheless, the dark statistics estimate almost 6,000 girls who are at-risk, and 
more than 35,000 females as already affected by FGM in Germany. 
 
Sources: 
Federal Statistical Office (25.02.2015) – Number of the girls and women 
TERRE DES FEMMES www.frauenrechte.de/fgm-asien – Basis of Calculation for the 
countries with * 
UNICEF: Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting 2013 – Prevalence of countries without * 


